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SAINT MATTHEW’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany - Year A
Annual Meeting
February 2, 2020 -Worship Booklet
The Book of Common Prayer

Rite II Service of Holy Eucharist
10:30am Upper Room, Old Bag of Nails Pub-3rd Flr., Westerville, OH
SERVICE OF THE WORD
Call to Worship
Prelude
Introit

“What Does the Lord Require of You”
St. Matthew’s Choir

Poetry and Art
1

Processional Hymn

Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace”

(See Insert, p. 2)
Acclamation
Celebrant:

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

People:

And Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect For Purity
Celebrant:
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria
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The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ
our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

Old Testament
Malachi 3:1-4
Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can
stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to
the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in
the days of old and as in former years.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Psalm
Psalm 24:7-10
Domini est terra
7 Lift up your heads, O gates;
lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
and the King of glory shall come in.
8 "Who is this King of glory?" *
"The Lord, strong and mighty,
the Lord, mighty in battle."
9 Lift up your heads, O gates;
lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
and the King of glory shall come in.
10 "Who is he, this King of glory?" *
"The Lord of hosts,
he is the King of glory."

Epistle
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Hebrews 2:14-18
Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, so that
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those
who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help
angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in
every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is
able to help those who are being tested.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

“Blest Are They”
(See Insert, p. 4)

Gospel
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Luke 2:22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of Jesus brought
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in
the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel."
And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed
them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a sword
will pierce your own soul too."
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eightyfour. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that mo-
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ment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was
upon him.
Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

St. Matthew’s Collect
Holy God, whose beloved Son commanded us to go forth and make disciples of all nations, help us
to bring the Word to others in our community. Create in us a deep love for You, Dear God, and a
growing love for our neighbor. Through outreach at our Episcopal House and Sunday gathering
space in Uptown, may we bring those who desire to know you better and share the Holy Eucharist
with all who hunger for belonging. Show us our future in the reflection of our present mission, as
we celebrate the past that brought us this far. Through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen..

SERMON

Father Joseph Kovitch

The People stand to say:

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen

Prayers of the People
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.

A Collect at the Prayers
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you
we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen
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The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The people stand

Celebrant:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People:

And also with you.

All greet one another in the name of Christ.

Announcements and Welcome (5min)

OFFERTORY
Offertory Sentence: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the
Most High.
Musical Selection

”Blessed Are You” - Craig Courtney
St. Matthew’s Choir
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(The elements are brought up at this time.)
The people stand.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer B
The people remain standing. The Celebrant; whether, bishop or priest faces them and sings or says

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Proper preface ...

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Santus
Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me."
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Matthew and all
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing

The Lord’s Prayer
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The Fraction
Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant:
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Ministration of Communion
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of Holy Eucharist, regardless of church affiliation. If you do not wish to
receive the bread and wine, but would like a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms and a priest will provide a blessing.
The ushers will guide you to the communion table. A prayer intercessor is available to pray for you to the right of the pulpit.

Communion Music

St. Matthew’s Choir

The Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
All: Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and
forever. Amen .

Blessing:
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father , the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with your
always. Amen

Recessional

“I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”
(See Insert, p. 6)

The Dismissal Leader: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God.

ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCH
POSTLUDE
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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS
If you have information to include in the weekly announcements, please send them by midnight Tuesday to StMattsWesterville@gmail.com
REMEMBER THIS WEEK’S UPCOMING EVENTS:
Sunday, February 2 – Special collection for Refugee Fund.
8:00 am

Eucharist at Pray.Think.Love.House Chapel.

9:15 am

Early Afters - Continue the conversation after the service at Java Central.

10:30 am

Eucharist at Old Bag of Nails.

11:30 am

Annual Meeting and lunch followed by St. Matthew’s study.

Monday, February 3 – Pray.Think.Love.House.
7:00 pm

Vestry – all welcome.

Wednesday, February 5– Pray.Think.Love.House.
6:00-7:15pm

Meditation in Soto Zen style –orientation is provided, Kevin Aldridge at 614-787-0544.

7:00 pm

Compline & Lectio Divina –see Father Joseph for more details.

Thursday, February 6
6:00- 7:30pm

Choir practice – contact Lindsay Smith for more information.

Saturday, February 8 - Pray.Think.Love.House.
9:00-10:00 am

Qigong (Ch’i Kung) – Peace through Movement – Group meditation circle promotes energy flow and balance.
Individual practice develops alignment and mobility in rooted stances. Beginners welcome - enter from Haywood Alley in the back of building contact Kevin Aldridge, kevinaldridge_is@yahoo.com.

10:30am -12:00pm

Weekly Writing and Meditation Group– we will spend time quieting ourselves, allowing words to rise up
within us. Everyone is welcome, sharing is optional - contact Kevin Aldridge, kevinaldridge_is@yahoo.com.

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Practicing the Presence: Pray Think Love – new sister Facebook page to St. Matthew’s page to bring prayer and retreat type material
through Facebook is live – please join the community - "Welcome to St. Matthew's new adventure in prayer for our parish and our beloved Westerville community. We hope this page brings you some fresh ways to connect and be present with God more consistently
while you are striving to handle life's challenges and be faithful to your weekly commitments as well. You are not alone! Sandra Weisner,
Maggie Ervin, and Marie Kovitch will bring us a variety of offerings - different ways to pray, excerpts and essays, videos, and topic questions to get us all involved so we can learn from one another. We hope you will find this page to be an inspiration for you on your way to
recognizing God's presence more in your life. Please share with or invite others as you wish. Blessings!"
Bible Study – Monday, February 10 at 7:00pm at 176 Murnane St, contact Betsy Kintz at 614-202-9429 or Marsha Adkins at 6141-4779122 – we are studying upcoming Sunday worship readings – typically 2nd & 4th Mondays.
PIMIL Council meeting – Tuesday, February 11 at 7pm at Pray.Think.Love.House – all welcome.
Holy Currencies – Saturday, February 15 from 10:00am – 4:00pm at the Pray.Think.Love.House - Learn the language of the Cycle of
Blessing that is a result of six 'currencies' - Relationship, Truth, Time and Place, Wellness, Leadership and Money. (The first session in
January IS NOT a prerequisite!) Come and learn with us and sign up on the clipboard so we know how much pizza and tossed salad to
order. See Father Joseph or Glenn Myres for more information.
Cereal Sunday is around the corner! Always the 3rd Sunday of the month, in February it's the 16th - please bring 1 or 2 boxes of nonwheat cereal and/or shelf-stable milk to worship for the Otterbein Promise House food pantry. Some fresh (greenish) bananas are also
appreciated.
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Lunch Money Love – efforts continue to raise money to eliminate the lunch debt of Westerville Students – please write a check to St. Matthews with Lunch Money Love on the memo line, credit card payments also accepted – as of 1-29-St. Matthew’s has raised $2,344.71!
St. Matthew’s Caring Box - We are collecting travel size personal care products for Westerville homeless students. Look for the St Matthew’s Caring Box to deposit items or drop them off at the Pray Think Love House -please contact Rebecca Wright for more information.
Shrove Tuesday, Annual Pancake Supper – Tuesday, February 25 at IHOP 40 Polaris Pkwy, from 5-7:00pm, stop in as you are able.
Ash Wednesday Services – Wednesday, February 26 – 8:00am Morning Prayer (House), 9:00-10:00am Ashes to Go (Java Central),
7:00pm Ash Wednesday Eucharist (House).
March 4 at 7:00pm – St. Patrick’s Dublin is sponsoring a screening of the upcoming movie, Emanuel, the story of Dylan Roof's attack on
the Mother Emanuel Church in Charleston, South Carolina, and the response of the people. The story is also set in the context of racism
across time. After the movie, David Cofer will lead attendees in reflection and discussion. Join us at the AMC Dublin 18 - $10 suggested
donation. See MaryBeth Ingram for more information.
Thank you – to everyone who helped at last week’s St. John’s dinner – mark your calendars for the next His Place dinner to be held March
25 from 4:30-7:15pm – see Marsha Adkins for more information.
We Remember In Our Prayers
Please email Marie at mrsjoe4586@gmail.com to put and/or keep someone on the prayer list.
Updated prayer list as of December 1. -Please contact Marie if prayers should be continuing.
-Jeralyn Felts

-Sherry Studer

-Dan & Lori Nesser

-Matt and Lisa Hakin

-Genesis, Jules, & Seidu Flemister

-Dani and the Syrians

-Natalie

-Zach and Jesse Kovitch

-Brian Shaw & family

-Jeff Rawlings

-Amanda and Dan

-Clanford Howard

-Mary Cruse

-Brian P. Bronson, Lauren & Daughters

-Ben & Falynne

-Joyce Rice

-Skip & Emily Thompson

-Emily Savors

-Matthew Penty

-The students we support in Liberia
through PIMIL

-David Gray

Gerrie Zust

-Ciaka Flemister

-Luke

-Lori Nesser on the death of her brother
JC Cutlip

-Emily Russ

-Billy

-Amanda
-Elvira Harris & Family
-The Wright family for the sudden death
of

-Pam Tolford

-Tom’s son Joe

-Lorraine Trapp

-Robin

-Natalie Kozelk

-Brenda Baars

-Vicky Cowan
-Tom & Gianni Shields

-Philip Clark

-Paul, Paula, & Andi Labita
James Flemister, Sr, death anniversary

-Jimmy Flemister, death anniversary

-Philip Flemister
-Birthdays – Orla Bowen, Dick -Burnett,
Mary Grey, Barbara Girard

PRAY - THINK - LOVE
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church

Rev. Dr. Joseph G. Kovitch, Priest

30 E College Ave

jgkovitch@gmail.com

Westerville, OH 43081

stmattswesterville@gmail.com

(614)882-2706

(614)499-6588
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